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[bookmark: dbreak]Working Party (WP) 5D thanks the registered Independent Evaluation Groups for indicating their   participation in the continuation of the IMT-2020 process, specifically reengagement in the ‘Way Forward’ Option 2 reset to Step 4.  
IEGs that have announced by the requested deadline their intention to participate in the Option 2 work are indicated in Annex 1 in order to assist the coordination amongst these IEGs and the two Proponents.
I) 	Reminder on Material Available for Use in the Re-evaluations 
The participants in Option 2 are reminded that evaluations performed under Option 2 might be based on information beyond that available in the first evaluations and therefore should represent the latest assessments – as specifically provided for under the Option 2 procedures in Documents IMT-2020/52 and IMT-2020/53 and particularly as indicated in Document 5D/360 Chapter 7, Attachment 7.4, liaison Document 5D/TEMP/201R1, which, while permitting certain new information, also indicates some specific limitations in what can be the basis for the re-evaluation.
As previously communicated[footnoteRef:2], for materials considered relevant to the Option 2 evaluation under the reset to Step 4, please see Annex 2 for “ETSI (TC DECT) and DECT Forum Proponent” and Annex 3 for “Nufront Proponent” candidate technology submissions respectively. [2:  Liaison from WP 5D Document 5D/TEMP/201 Revision 1 emailed 27 October 2020 from ITU-R. (available in Document 5D/360 Chapter 7 Attachment 7.3 - Note: ITU-R TIES access required)] 

In particular, in the Option 2 re-evaluation process it is clearly limited and defined with regard to material associated with the GCS and Specifications and similar material that is permissible for the re-evaluation. Thus, such materials were determined to be  “locked” to that provided to the WP 5D Meeting #35. This has already been established for the specific items and versions numbers as part of the IMT-2020 first release process and is even now applicable to Option 2, with regard to the GCS or DIS, and associated detailed Specifications.  These may be conveniently found via the following hyperlinked references.
–	DECT RIT Component GCS (on ITU-R GCS web page) and Specifications (Attachment 5.3), and 
–	Nufront (DIS) (on ITU-R GCS web page) and Specifications (Attachment 5.4).
II) 	Update on information received by WP 5D regarding Option 2.
Certain interim information has been provided to WP 5D Meeting #37 by the Option 2 engaged IEGs. For information, these materials may be found in the Documents indicated in the table below.

	IEG
	[bookmark: _Hlk66368574]Option 2 “History” Documents 

	Canadian Evaluation Group
	no contribution to WP5D#37

	TTA 5G Technology Evaluation Special Project Group
	no contribution to WP5D#37

	5G India Forum (5GIF)
	no contribution to WP5D#37

	Beijing National Research Center for Information Science and Technology
	no contribution to WP5D#37

	ETSI Evaluation Group
	IMT-2020/55

	Africa Evaluation Group
	no contribution to WP5D#37

	The Fifth Generation Mobile Communications Promotion Forum, Japan
	no contribution to WP5D#37

	Wireless World Research Forum
	IMT-2020/56



WP 5D has further elaborated in a new Document IMT-2020/54 “Approach for Consideration of Evaluation Reports Under Option 2” the way forward principles for the consideration of evaluations in Option 2. Also addressed is consideration of the relationship of evaluation reports in the historical record developed prior to Option 2 and those resulting from Option 2 in this re-evaluation process. In particular, it is noted that the Option 2 overall analysis should be self-contained and stand-alone.  IMT-2020/54 also contains an indication of the various documents to be developed in WP 5D under Option 2, of which the evaluation reports prepared specifically for Option 2 by the IEGs are an essential part. Some example scenarios are provided to guide the work and the material preparation. 
III) 	Consultations are encouraged amongst the relevant IEGs and Proponents
WP 5D had further suggested that Evaluation Groups should consider cooperating amongst themselves to better utilize any technical and/or implementation knowledge related to software platforms and to facilitate calibration of such platforms, maintain information flow and share their expertise/knowledge in evaluating the two candidate technologies without losing their independence. 
It is encouraging to note that some EGs are holding conference calls and exchanging information on the technical assumptions they have made in implementing their simulations. The Evaluation Group Discussion Area has witnessed many more Q&A interactions between individual EGs and both proponents.  

IV) 	Conclusion and Next Steps in Option 2 Schedule
The IEGs and proponents are reminded to keep in mind the details schedule for Option 2 found in Document IMT-2020/53.  
The next major milestone date to be met, by both the Proponents and the IEGs, is in June 2021. These detailed milestones are replicated for convenience in Annex 4.
Should there be a need to discuss logistics or other details with ITU-R, they may coordinate through Mr Uwe Löwenstein, Counsellor for Study Group 5.
	Status:	For information and action
	

	Contacts:	Mr Uwe LÖWENSTEIN
	Mr Stephen BLUST
	E-mails:	uwe.loewenstein@itu.int
	sb8927@att.com




Annex 1
Independent Evaluation Groups that have confirmed re-engagement in the ‘Way Forward’ Option 2 reset to Step 4 
Extract from  Document 5D/541 Revision 1
Following the finalization of Step 7 in the IMT-2020 Process and the subsequent liaison statement (LS) to the Independent Evaluation Groups (IEG) sent on 27 October 2020 (Doc. 5D/360, Att. 7.4), and updating Doc. 5D/383, the following IEGs have confirmed interest to re-engage in re-evaluate the two Candidate technology submissions granted an extension in the IMT-2020 Process:

	[bookmark: _Hlk65568379]IEG
	Date of Receipt
	Evaluation of Candidate SRIT/RIT
	Contact Point

	Canadian Evaluation Group
	30.10.2020
	•	SRIT from “ETSI (TC DECT) and DECT Forum Proponent”
•	RIT from “Nufront Proponent”
	Venkatesh SAMPATH (ven.sampath@ericsson.com)

	[bookmark: _Hlk55897492]TTA 5G Technology Evaluation Special Project Group
	10.11.2020
	[bookmark: _Hlk55897810]•	SRIT from ETSI (TC DECT) 
•	RIT from “Nufront Proponent”
	Seong-Jun OH (seongjun@korea.ac.kr)

	[bookmark: _Hlk55921875]5G India Forum (5GIF)
	10.11.2020
	The 5GIF evaluation report included the results and observations for the candidate technologies from “ETSI (TC DECT) and DECT Forum” and “Nufront” based on the information made available during the that time.
	5GIF IEG Co-ordinator (imt2020@5gindiaforum.in)


	Beijing National Research Center for Information Science and Technology
	2.11.2020
	•	RIT from “Nufront Proponent”
	Xiujun ZHANG (zhangxiujun@mail.tsinghua.edu.cn)


	ETSI Evaluation Group
	06.01.2021
	• SRIT from ETSI (TC DECT)
	Andreas.WILZECK (andreas.wilzeck@sennheiser.com)

	Africa Evaluation Group
	15.01.2021
	• RIT from “Nufront Proponent”
	Usman ALIYU Mahmud (ualiyu@nigcommunicationscommission.onmicrosoft.com)

	The Fifth Generation Mobile Communications Promotion Forum, Japan
	01.02.2021
	• SRIT from ETSI (TC DECT)
• RIT from “Nufront Proponent”
	Yoshinori OHMURA 
(y-ohmura@arib.or.jp)


	Wireless World Research Forum
	18.02.2021
	• SRIT from ETSI (TC DECT)
• RIT from “Nufront Proponent”
	Nigel JEFFERIES (chairman@wwrf.ch)






ANNEX 2
Source: WP 5D Document 5D/TEMP/201 Revision 1 emailed 27 October 2020 from ITU-R. 
(available in Document 5D/360 Chapter 7 Attachment 7.3
Materials Useful to the Option 2 Evaluation of the ETSI (TC DECT) and DECT Forum Candidate Technology Submission
As indicated in Document IMT-2020/52 Part 1, the existing completed submissions for these two candidate technologies remain the basis for the evaluations. Additional materials are also available which may facilitate a more in-depth analysis. This includes (not an exhaustive list):
For ETSI (TC DECT) and DECT Forum Proponent:
–	The currently “in play” completed Step 3 submissions. 
•	See - Acknowledgement of submission under Step 3 of the IMT-2020 process in IMT-2020/17(Rev.1)).
–	The existing historical record of IEG evaluations relevant to each technology, is still applicable throughout the reset Step 4 –and such evaluations have the opportunity to be re-visited and updated,
•	See - Relevant sections of Report ITU-R M.2483-0 – “The outcome of the evaluation, consensus building and decision of the IMT-2020 process (Steps 4 to 7), including characteristics of IMT-2020 radio interfaces” 
•	Also See - Document 5D/222 Chapter 5, Att. 5.9, ETSI (TC DECT) portions extracted under the way forward (Document IMT-2020/52) for preliminary draft new Report ITU-R M.2483 (5D/TEMP/170) Note: TIES access required. Document available upon request to the Bureau. 
–	Additionally, taking into account the rich scope of details in the actual specifications previously submitted in anticipation of Step 8
•	See - Document 5D/222 Chapter 5, Att. 5.3, ETSI (TC DECT) portions extracted under the way forward (Document IMT-2020/52) for preliminary draft new Recommendation ITU-R M.[IMT-2020.SPECS] (5D/TEMP/173). Note: TIES access required. Document available upon request to the Bureau. 
[bookmark: _Hlk53422690]•	and further, the GCS materials posted on the WP 5D IMT-2020 Global Core Specifications (and DIS) Note: TIES access required. Document available upon request to the Bureau.
•	The new contributions submitted after the original Step 4 had closed as formal contributions to WP 5D Mtg #35e (Documents 5D/156, 157, 158 - Sennheiser Electronic GmbH & Co. KG)[footnoteRef:3]. Note: TIES access required. Documents available upon request to the Bureau. [3: 	Note: These contributions to WP 5D are referenced for information only. WP 5D has not made any technical analysis nor acceptance/endorsement of these documents with regard to suitability and/or alignment with the candidate technology submissions and the Step 4 evaluation work previously undertaken, or the evaluation work now initiated under Option 2. These documents only represent the views of the submitting ITU-R member and not those of WP 5D, the Proponent, or any Evaluation Group.] 

–	Any newly developed analyses contributed by IEGs and/or members to WP 5D for the reset evaluation Step 4 after WP 5D meeting #35e. 
–	The Option 2 Proponents and the IEGs as strongly encouraged to utilize the already established ITU-R Evaluation Group discussion area to further the exchange of information in a proactive manner.

ANNEX 3
Source: WP 5D Document 5D/TEMP/201 Revision 1 emailed 27 October 2020 from ITU-R. 
(available in Document 5D/360 Chapter 7 Attachment 7.3
Materials Useful to the Option 2 Evaluation of the Nufront 
Candidate Technology Submission
As indicated in Document IMT-2020/52 Part 1, the existing completed submissions for these two candidate technologies remain the basis for the evaluations. Additional materials are also available which may facilitate a more in-depth analysis. This includes (not an exhaustive list):
For Nufront Proponent:
–	The currently “in play” completed Step 3 submissions. 
•	See - Acknowledgement of submission under Step 3 of the IMT-2020 process in IMT-2020/18(Rev.1)).
–	The existing historical record of IEG evaluations relevant to each technology, is still applicable throughout the reset Step 4 –and such evaluations have the opportunity to be revisited and updated,
•	See - Relevant sections of Report ITU-R M.2483-0 – “The outcome of the evaluation, consensus building and decision of the IMT-2020 process (Steps 4 to 7), including characteristics of IMT-2020 radio interfaces” 
•	Also See - Document 5D/222 Chapter 5, Att 5.10 , NUFRONT portions extracted under the way forward (Document IMT-2020/52) for preliminary draft new Report ITU-R M.[IMT-2020.OUTCOME] (5D/TEMP/171). Note: TIES access required. Document available upon request to the Bureau.
–	Additionally, taking into account the rich scope of details in the actual specifications previously submitted in anticipation of Step 8
•	See - Document 5D/222 Chapter 5, Att 5.4, NUFRONT portions extracted under the way forward (document IMT-2020/52) for preliminary draft new Recommendation ITU-R M.[IMT-2020.SPECS] (5D/TEMP/174). Note: TIES access required. Document available upon request to the Bureau. 
•	and further, the GCS materials posted on the WP 5D IMT-2020 Global Core Specifications (and DIS). Note: TIES access required. Document available upon request to the Bureau.
–	Any newly developed analyses contributed by IEGs and/or members to WP 5D for the reset evaluation Step 4 after WP 5D meeting #35e. 
–	The Option 2 Proponents and the IEGs as strongly encouraged to utilize the already established ITU-R Evaluation Group discussion area to further the exchange of information in a proactive manner.
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ANNEX 4
Upcoming major milestones in Option 2 process
Source: Document IMT-2020/53
	Anticipated Actions for 
WP 5D Meeting 
	Item for ‘Way Forward’ Option 2
	IMT-2020
Process Step
	Action by
	Date
	Action
	Notes

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	#38
June 2021
	Option 2
Item 5
	IMT-2020 Process
Step 4
	Independent Evaluation Groups

(Final Evaluation Reports)





----------------------------



Option 2 Proponents/Transposing Organizations

(Final Transposition references/hyperlinks or DIS)
	
31 May 2021

7 days before
7-18 June 2021
WP 5D #38
	Cut-off date for submission of evaluation reports (final) to ITU

FINAL Evaluation Reports of candidate RITs or SRITs by Independent Evaluation Groups (required)

Continued development of draft new Doc. IMT-2020/ZZZ Evaluation Reports Summary from Option 2 Step 4 progress

--------------------------------------
Final editorials by Option 2 Proponents to the “on file ITU-R” GCS and/or DIS materials from WP 5D Meeting #36e (Note: This is not to permit substantive technical amendments)

Delivery to ITU-R of transposition references (final) by each Transposing Organization and/or DIS (final edits) for incorporation into the WP 5D provisionally agreed preliminary draft focused Revision 1 Rec. ITU-R M.[IMT-2020.SPECS]
	The IEGs are to have their "final" evaluation reports.  Essentially a "must" have.
No more proactive evaluation submission to WP 5D, unless WP 5D after review in June or August invites further work on their analysis.

	
	Option 2
Item 6
	
	
	7-18 June 2021
WP 5D #38
	Update relevant IMT-2020 evaluation report history documents for ‘Way Forward’ Option 2

Complete development of draft new Doc. IMT-2020/ZZZ Evaluation Reports Summary from Option 2 Step 4 progress with FINAL Evaluation reports.

Continue development of draft focused Revision 1 Rec. ITU-R M.[IMT‑2020.SPECS] & elevate to preliminary draft revision aligned with final GCS & with final hyperlinks/references and/or DIS with [ ] text pending final decisions in October WP 5D #39
	

	Interim Meeting (virtual)

23-27 August 2021
	Option 2
Item 7
	IMT-2020 Process
Step 5
	IEGs, Option 2 Proponents, & WP 5D Technology Aspects - (SWG Evaluation, SWG IMT Specifications, SWG Coordination)
	23-27 August 2021
	Technology Aspects WG “interim meeting” (virtual) to address the FINAL Evaluation reports results and any remaining outstanding issues (if necessary) before WP 5D Meeting #39 and/or possible advance preparations for the Option 2 Item 9 work in this Table 1 planned for Meeting #39.
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